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CHARA.CTERISTICS  OF  U.S.  FAMILIES 
A  collation  of  Census  data  for  tLome  economists 


Home  economists  freq.uently  have  occasion  to  use  Census  statistics  aloout 
families  and  tasic  social  trends  affecting  them.    In  this  issue  are  brought 
together  for  ready  reference  some  of  the  figures  they  request.     These  include 
the  most  recent  data  available  on  the  topics  covered.    A  summary  follows  the 
tables,  presenting  some  of  the  highlights  from  them. 


List  of  Tables 


For  convenience  in  using  this  collation  of  Census  data  from  decennial 
counts,  periodic  sample  surveys,  and  official  projections,  the  tables  are 
grouped  topically  as  follows: 


Families,  households,  and  marital  status 

Table  1.    Families,  Households,  and  Married  Couples  in  the  United 

States,  Selected  Years,  I93O-I98O 
Table  2.     Timing  of  the  Family  Life  Cycle,  I89O-I98O 

Table  3-    Marital  Status  of  Men  and  Women  in  Selected  Age  Groups,  1950 
and  1962 

Table  4.    Fertility  of  Women  in  Selected  Age  Groups,  I89O-I960 


Family  income 


Table  5-    Median  Money  Income  (Before  Taxes)  of  Families,  l^hk-V)G2 
Table  6.    Distribution  of  Families  and  Unrelated  Individuals    by  Money 

Income  (Before  Taxes)  and  by  Urbanization,  I962 
Table  "J .    Median  Money  Income  (Before  Taxes)  of  Families,  by  Region  and 

Urbanization,  I962 
Table  8.    Median  Money  Income  (Before  Taxes)  of  Families,  by  Family 

Characteristics,  I962 


Population  and  mobility 

Table  9.  Population,  Selected  Years,  I9OO-I98O 

Table  10.  Population  by  Residence,  I95O  and  I960 

Table  11.  Population  by  Age  Groups,  Selected  Years,  I9OO-I98O 

Table  12.  Mobility  of  the  Population,  19^0  and  I960 
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Backgroiind  Information  for  Using  the  Tables 

i960  Census  definitions 

A  family  consists  of  two  or  more  persons  living  in  the  same  household  who 
are  related  hy  blood marriage,  or  adoption.    All  persons  in  one  household  -who 
are  related  to  each  other  are  regarded  as  one  family.     Thus^  a  family  may  in- 
clude more  than  one  married  couple,  as  "well  as  other  relatives. 

A  household  consists  of  all  the  persons  who  occupy  a  housing  unit .  A 
housing  unit  is  a  house,  apartment  or  other  group  of  rooms,  or  a  single  room 
used  as  separate  living  quarters --that  is,  the  occupants  do  not  live  and  eat 
with  other  persons  in  the  structure,  and  there  is  either  (l)  direct  access 
from  the  outside  or  through  a  common  hall,  or  (2)  a  kitchen  or  cooking  equip- 
ment for  exclusive  use  of  the  occupants.    Not  all  households  contain  families, 
since  a  household  may  be  composed  of  a  group  of  unrelated  persons  or  one  per- 
son living  alone.    A  few  households  contain  two  or  more  unrelated  families. 

The  population  with  urban  residence  comprises  all  persons  living  in  ur- 
banized areas  and  in  places  of  2,500  or  more  inhabitants  outside  urbanized 
areas.     (An  urbanized  area  contains  at  least  one  city  with  50,000  or  more  in- 
habitants and  the  surrounding  closely  settled  urban  fringe.)    All  other  persons 
are  classified  as  having  rural  residence . 

Persons  with  rural  farm  residence  include  those  living  on  farms  of  10  or 

more  acres  with  $50  or  more  from  sales  of  farm  products  in  a  year,  or  less  than 

10  acres  with  $250  or  more  from  sales.  All  other  rirral  persons  are  classified 
as  having  rural  nonfarm  residence. 

Money  income  includes  all  money  from  wages  and  salaries,  net  income  from 
self -employment,  net  rents,  interest,  dividends.  Social  Security  benefits,  pen- 
sions, and  public  assistance  or  other  governmental  payments.     It  does  not  in- 
clude home-produced  goods  and  goods  and  services  received  as  gift  or  pay. 
Money  income  of  families  includes  total  money  received  from  all  sources  by  all 
family  members  during  the  calendar  year. 

What  the  197O  and  I98O  figures  are 

The  population  figures  for  1970  and  I98O  are  Series  II  projections.  These 
assume  a  fertility  rate  equal  to  the  1955-57  average.    This  series  is  used  be- 
cause actual  fertility  rates  were  at  nearly  this  level  from  1958  to  I962.  The 
projections  on  families,  households,  and  married  couples  are  based  on  Series  II 
population  projections. 

Data  for  yovac  region  and  State 

The  Census  of  Population  (the  decennial  censiis)  provides  much  population 
information  for  your  own  region  and  State .    However,  data  from  the  Current 
Population  Surveys  (periodic  surveys  made  between  decennial  censuses)  are  not 
generally  available  for  regions  and  States. 
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The  Tables 


Table  1 . --Families,  Households_,  and  Married  Couples 
in  the  United  States,  l/  Selected  Years,  I93O-I98O 


Year 

Families 

Households  2/ 

Married  couples 

Number  in  millions 

1930   

28 

30 

25 

1940   

32 

35 

29 

1950   

39 

36 

i960   

45 

53 

40 

1962   

46 

55 

41 

1970   

53 

64 

47 

1980   

63 

76 

56 

Percent 

increase  over  preceding  census 

19^0   

15 

17 

13 

1950   

22 

25 

27 

i960   

15 

22 

12 

1970   

17 

20 

15 

1980   

19 

20 

20 

Average  size  (niomber  of  members) 

1890   

M 

4.9 

1930   

m 

4.1 

1940   

3.8 

3.7 

1950   

3.5 

3.4 

i960   

3.7 

3.4 

1962   

3.7 

3.3 

1970   

3.7 

3.3 

1980   

3.8 

3.3 

1/    Excluding  the  population  in  the  Armed  Forces  abroad 
and  in  institutions . 

2/    The  number  of  homemakers,  a  figure  frequently  re- 
quested by  home  economists,  is  not  available  in  census 
publications.     However,  it  is  probably  about  the  same  as 
the  number  of  households,  since  each  household  has  at 
least  one  member  who  spends  at  least  part  time  on  home 
management  and  buying,  even  when  other  types  of  housework 
are  performed  by  paid  workers. 

Sources:     Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-20, 
Nos.  123  and  122,  and  earlier  publications. 

NOTE:  A  general  footnote  explaining  synbols  and  figures 
used  in  the  tables  is  given  on  page  l4,  following  the  last 
table . 
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Tatle  2. --Timing  of  the  Family  Life  Cycle,,  I89O-I98O 


Stage  of  family  life  cycle 

1890 

1940 

1950 

1959 

1980 

Median  age  of 

hush  and 

26.1 

24.3 

22.8 

22.3 

22-23 

27.1 

25.3 

24.5 

23.7 

M 

Birth  of  last  child   

36.0 

29.9 

28.8 

27.9 

29-30 

51.1 

48.2 

46.0 

45.0 

m 

59.^ 

52.8 

50.3 

49.2 

51-52 

"noQ+Vi    n,-F   T.n'  -Po 

63.6 

64.1 

65.7 

68-69 

X^^"      4"  Vi        "P    Vn  1  o"h>  o^ynr^         ■I'P  ~lciC"t~ 

66A 

69.7 

71.6 

m 

m 

Median  age  of  wife 

22.0 

21.5 

20.1 

20.2 

19.5-20.4 

23.0 

22.5 

21.8 

21.6 

m 

31.9 

27.1 

26.1 

25.8 

27-28 

4t.o 

^3.3 

42.9 

M 

55.3 

50.0 

47.6 

47.1 

48-49 

53.3 

60.8 

61.4 

63.6 

65-66 

67.7 

73.5 

77.2 

m 

M 

Sources : 


Glick^  P.  C.^  Heer^  D.  M.^  and  Beresford^  J.  C.^   "Family  Formation  and 
Family  Composition."    Revision  of  a  paper  presented  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science^ 
December  1959^  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  (processed )j 

Glick^  P.  C.^   "The  Life  Cycle  of  the  Family/'  Marriage  and  Family 
Living^  February  1955 j 


Glick^  P.  C.^  "The  Family  Cycle,"  American  Sociological  Review, 
April  1947. 
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Tab.le  3- — Marital  Status  of  Men  and  Women  in  Selected  Age 

Groups,  1950  and  I962 


Year,  sex,  and 
marital  status 

ioxai , 
-Lo  anQ 
over 

on  o)\ 

P>-o4 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1950 

lUU 

■iUU 

1  nn 

IUU 

OA 

5d 

11 

9 

V}i 
('+ 

00 

ft"i 
01 

Wi  d  mjpd 

s 

X 

7 
1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

80 

89 

91 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Qn     (T ~i  0 

« 

1 

IVfo  T'T*!  P»rl 

84 

6S 

1  ^ 

J 

P 

c 

J 

Q 
C. 

QC 
OD 

DO 

92 

93 

1962 

100 

100 

100 

100 

17 

52 

8 

8 

77 

89 

85 

), 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3 

83 

48 

92 

92 

Married  once  . . . 

71 

47 

79 

74 

Married  more 

than  once  .... 

1 

12 

19 

100 

100 

100 

100 

12 

29 

5 

7 

71 

69 

88 

67 

14 

3 

23 

3 

2 

4 

3 

88 

71 

95 

93 

Married  once  . . . 

75 

67 

80 

76 

Married  more 

than  once  .... 

13 

3 

14 

17 

Source:     Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-20,  No.  122. 
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Ta.ble  4 . --Fertility  of  Women  in  Selected  Age  Groups_,  I89O-I96O 


Item 

1890 

1910 

1940 

1950 

i960 

Average  numher 

Children  ever  "born-- 

Per  woman: 

l.k 

m 

1.6 

1.1 

2.0 

35-39  years  old   

3.3 

2.1 

2.1 

2.5 

5.0 

4.3 

2.7 

2.3 

2.2 

Per  woman  ever  married : 

25-29  years  old   

RA 

2.2 

1.5 

1-7 

2.2 

35-39  years  old   

M 

3.8 

2.k 

2.2 

2.7 

5A 

3.0 

2.5 

2.4 

Per  mother : 

25-29  years  old   

M 

2.6 

2.1 

2.1 

2.6 

M 

4.3 

3.0 

2.8 

3.0 

5.8 

5.2 

3.6 

3.1 

2.9 

Percent  of  ever-married  women 

in  age  class 

Ever-married  women  who  had 

"borne  stated  nrimber  of 

children: 

25-29  years  old   

M 

100 

100 

100 

100 

M 

17 

30 

21 

13 

M 

62 

61 

70 

70 

m 

21 

9 

9 

18 

35-39  years  old   

NA 

100 

100 

100 

100 

M 

12 

20 

19 

11 

1    tn  ^  fhil dTpn 

NA 

k2 

56 

61 

62 

m 

hi 

2k 

20 

26 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

8 

10 

17 

20 

18 

28 

34 

50 

55 

60 

6k 

57 

33 

24 

22 

Percent  of  all  women  in  age 

class 

Women  who  had  ever  married : 

25-29  years  old   

M 

75 

77 

87 

89 

35-39  years  old   

M 

88 

89 

92 

94 

m 

91 

91 

92 

93 

^    Projection  for  I98O  is  2.8-3.2  (Glick  and  associates_,  1959). 

Soiirces:     U.S.  Census  of  Population:     I960,  U.S.  Summary,  Table  I90, 
Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-20,  No.  IO8,  and  earlier  publi- 
cations . 
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Tatle  5- — Median  Money  Income  (Before  Taxes)  of  Families,  1944-1962 


Year 

Median  income 

Percentage  increase 
over  previous  year 

Current, 
dollars 

i960 
dollars  ^ 

Current 
dollars 

i960 
dollars 

1  Oliii 

2,533 

4,257 

m 

NA. 

1  o)i  c; 

2, 621 

4,311 

3 

1 

1  ri)i  ^ 

M 

m 

m 

M 

3;,  031 

4,015 

m 

n  n)i  A 

3^187 

3,920 

5 

-2 

"I  Pl)  r  O 

3,107 

3,860 

-3 

-2 

3^319 

4,082 

7 

6 

"i  ri  C"l 

19  ?!   

3^709 

4,224 

12 

3 

3,890 

4,337 

5 

3 

"1  o  cr  o 

4,233 

4,683 

9 

8 

"I  ri dp 

^,173 

4,596 

-1 

-2 

19?!?   

4,421 

^,885 

6 

6 

1956   

4,783 

5,205 

8 

7 

4,971 

5,227 

4 

1958   

5,087 

5,207 

2 

1959   

5,^17 

5,505 

6 

6 

i960   

5,620 

5,620 

4 

2 

1961   

5,737 

5,675 

2 

1 

1962   

5,956 

5,828 

4 

3 

^    Adjusted  for  price  change  by  use  of  Consumer  Price  Index, 
1957-59  =  100. 

Sources:  Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-60,  No.  40  and 
earlier  publications . 
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Table  6 . --Distribution  of  Families  eind  Unrelated  Individuals 
by  Money  Income  (Before  Taxes)  and  by  Urbanization,  I962 


Money  income 
(Before  Taxes) 

Families 

Unrelated  individuals 

All 

Wonf arm 

Farm 

All 

Nonf arm 

Farm 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

jrercen  u 

All   

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Under  $1,000   

h 

4 

11 

29 

28 

50 

$1,000-$1,999   

7 

7 

16 

26 

26 

26 

$2,000-$2,999   

0 

0 

0 

16 

12 

12 

11 

$3,000-$3,999   

9 

9 

\h 

9 

9 

7 

$4,ooo-$i+,999   

10 

10 

10 

7 

7 

2 

Q?  cr   r\r\r\    cbc;  c\C\C\ 

$5,000-^5,999   

12 

12 

9 

7 

7 

3 

$6,ooo-$6,999   

$7,ooo-$7,999   

11 

11 

7 

3 

3 

2 

9 

9 

h 

3 

3 

$8,ooo-$9,999   

12 

13 

5 

2 

2 

$io,ooo-$i4,999  ... 

13 

13 

6 

2 

2 

$15,000  and  over  . . 

5 

5 

2 

1 

1 

$5,956 

$6,126 

$3^18 

$1,753 

$1,79^ 

$994 

^    In  March  I962,  9^  percent  of  the  civilian  noninstitutional  popula- 
tion lived  as  members  of  families  and  6  percent  as  unrelated  individuals. 

Sources:     Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-60,  No.  40  and  Series 
P-20,  No.  122"^ 


Table  7 ---Median  Money  Income  (Before  Taxes)  of  Families, 
by  Region  and  Urbanization,  I962 


Region 

Distribution  of 
families,  i960 

Income  of  families 

All 

Nonf arm 

Farm 

Percent 

100 
25 
29 
30 
16 

Dollars 

5,956 
6,577 
6,250 
4,627 
6,743 

Dollars 

6,126 
6,615 
6,495 
^,899 
6,785 

Dollars 

3,^18 
3,9^1 
3,978 
2,500 
5,292 

South   

West   

*    Of  all  families,  93  percent  were  nonfarm  and  7  percent  were  farm. 
Sources:     Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-60,  No.  40;  U.S.  Census 


of  Population:  I96O,  U.S.  Siimmary,  Table  II8;  and  unpublished  data  of 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Talole  8. --Median  Money  Income  (Before  Taxes)  of  Families, 
"by  Family  Characteristics^,  I962 


Distribution  of  families 
with  stated  characteristics 

• 

Median 

IliUiitr  y 

xncume 

Percent 

Dollars 

A  1  1    -f n mi  1  n  f=» 

1  00 

rami.iy  neaci. 

Male,  wife  in  paid  labor 

Ma.J-c ,   wJ-Xe  lio  u  xii  paj-u  .i-auoi 

(  04 

■D 

D 

(11 

.xu 

iMumuer  01  earners ; 

Q 

0 

1^931 

)i  on 

0 

Jo 

0,910 

-]  n 
11 

0_,o21 

Color : 

T.TVi  -1  4-  ^ 

90 

D>2jf 

T  Pi 

0      0  0 

Age  of  family  head : 

1  )i  0)1 

tr 

^Ip-j^   

ly 

>^9'-'i^ 

IL.X. 

xo 

PI  Q 

^     0  ^Tr^v 

■Xt- 

^  pnk 

iMUXliUcX     UJl    pcX  bOnb    Xn  XdlUXXj. 

p 

k  f^i^P 

q 

0;^^3 

1, 

PD 

0^  1  pD 

ET 

1  "5 
•J-J 

D,  f  U( 

( 

1 

^,  ux^ 

iMUiiiUcx   (jx   L-iixxcxxen  uiiuex  xo 

years  old: 

5,^59 

1   

19 

6,263 

2   

18 

6,477 

3   

12 

6,436 

4   

6 

5,971 

5  

3 

5,303 

3 

4,4lO 

Source:  Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-60,  No.  40j  and 
unpublished  data  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table  9 . —Population,  Selected  years,  I9OO-I98O  * 


Year 

Total  population 
(including  Armed 
Forces  abroad) 

Resident  population 

Total 

Civilian 

i^lJ-  .J-  ,-L  X  (w)  11 0 

Millions 

Millions 

1900   

NA 

1  D 

1910   

M 

92 

1\TA 

iMA 

1920   

m 

106 

M 

1930   

123 

123 

123 

132 

132 

132 

1950   

151 

151 

150 

i960   

180 

179 

177 

1963   

189 

188 

186 

1970   

214 

m 

M 

1980   

261 

m 

m 

^    Beginning  in  1960,  the  data  include  Alaska  and  Hawaii 
which  added  approximately  O.9  million  to  the  I96O  count. 

Sources:  Current  Population  Reports Series  P-25,  No.  269, 
and  earlier  publications . 


Table  10. --Population  by  Residence,  I95O  and  I96O 


1950 

i960 

Increase, 

Residence 

Number 

Distri- 

Number 

Distri- 

1950 to 

bution 

bution 

i960 

Millions 

Percent 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

Total   

151 

100 

179 

100 

19 

97 

64 

125 

70 

29 

69 

46 

96 

53 

38 

48 

32 

58 

32 

20 

21 

14 

38 

21 

81 

28 

18 

29 

16 

7 

Places  of  10,000  or  more  . 

16 

10 

16 

9 

3 

Places  of  2,500  to  10,000 

12 

8 

13 

7 

11 

54 

36 

54 

30 

-1 

31 

21 

38 

21 

22 

23 

15 

16 

9 

-32 

^    U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  estimates. 

Sources:     U.S.  Census  of  Population:     I96O,  U.S.  Sunmary,  Tables  5;  42, 
and  65;    U.S.  Dept.  of  .Agricultuire,  Parm  Population:     Revised  Estimates 
for  1941-59. 
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Ta.b.le  11 . --Population  by  Age  Groups^  Selected  Years_,  I9OO-I98O 


Yea.r 

ioxal 

Under 

5-13 

,14-1  f 

18-21 

22-34 

0  c  )i 

35-4-9 

|?0-d4 

65  and 

5 

over 

NTunber 

in  millions 

1900 

76 

9 

15 

6 

6 

17 

13 

7 

3 

1910 

92 

11 

17 

7 

7 

21 

16 

9 

4 

1920 

106 

12 

20 

8 

7 

23 

20 

11 

5 

1930 

123 

11 

22 

9 

9 

25 

24 

14 

7 

1  Qij-0 

11 

20 

1 0 

10 

28 

1 8 

Q 

1950 

151 

16 

22 

8 

9 

31 

31 

22 

12 

i960 

179 

20 

33 

11 

9 

29 

35 

25 

17 

1970 

214 

25 

39 

16 

14 

35 

35 

30 

20 

1980 

261 

33 

^9 

18 

17 

49 

36 

33 

25 

Percent 

Increase 

over  preceding 

census 

1900 

22 

20 

17 

15 

15 

23 

30 

27 

28 

1910 

21 

16 

10 

17 

24 

25 

27 

1 

29 

28 

1920 

15 

9 

17 

7 

11 

23 

26 

25 

1930 

16 

-1 

11 

21 

23 

11 

22 

28 

35 

1 

-8 

-10 

1, 

8 

11 

p4 

1950 

Ik 

53 

12 

-13 

-10 

9 

15 

21 

36 

i960 

19 

25 

k6 

33 

3 

-5 

14 

16 

35 

1970 

19 

2k 

18 

39 

55 

20 

1 

19 

21 

1980 

22 

30 

28 

17 

21 

41 

3 

10 

22 

Percent 

of  population 

1  QOO 

1  00 

12 

20 

8 

8 

22 

1  7 

1910 

100 

12 

18 

8 

8 

22 

18 

10 

4 

1920 

100 

11 

19 

7 

7 

22 

19 

11 

5 

1930 

100 

9 

18 

8 

7 

21 

20 

12 

5 

19^0 

100 

8 

15 

7 

7 

21 

20 

14 

7 

1950 

100 

11 

15 

6 

6 

20 

20 

14 

8 

i960 

100 

11 

18 

6 

5 

16 

19 

14 

9 

1970 

100 

12 

18 

7 

7 

16 

16 

14 

9 

1980 

100 

13 

19 

7 

7 

19 

14 

13 

9 

Sources:     U.S.  Census  of  PopTxlation:     I96O,  U.S.  Summary,  Tables  47,  73^  and 
74;   Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-25,  Nos .  24l  and  187^  and  earlier 
publications . 
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Tatle  12. --Motility  of  the  Population,  19^0  and  I960 


Residence  5  years  prior  to  census  date 
and  year  moved  into  present  house 

1940 

i960 

Percent 

Percent 

Residence  5  years  prior  to  census  date: 

100 

100 

M 

50 

Different  house  m  the  United  States  . . 

T\T  A 

30 

T)i  "FfpTpnt  cmiTit'v.    Kame  f-itatp  

8 

Q 

J 

Different  State   

9 

ATrrriari                                 .    .  .............. 

1 

1 

2 

Year  moved  into  present  house: 

100 

1959-1960   

25 

1957-1950   

19 

1954-1956   

17 

1950-1953   

13 

1940-1949   

13 

7 

6 

Source:  U.S.  Census  of  Population:  19^0,  U.S.  Summary_,  Tahles 
71  and  72. 


GEKERAL  FOOTWOUE  TO  TABLES  1-12 

KA.  indicates  that  comparahle  data  are  not  available. 

--  indicates  that  the  numher  or  percentage  is  O.5  or  less. 

Population  figures  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  million;  other 
figures  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  vhole  number  when  feasible. 

Percentages  are  based  on  unroimded  data  when  possible. 

Details  do  not  necessarily  add  to  totals  due  to  rounding. 
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High-lights  from  the  Tables 

Families,  households,  and  marital  status 

The  number  of  families  has  increased  tremendously  in  the  past  3  decades-- 
from  28  million  in  1930  to  46  million  in  I962 — vith  the  decennial  gro'vrth  rate 
highest  in  the  19^0 's  (see  table  l).    Decennial  growth  rates  for  households 
were  higher  than  for  families  throughout  the  period,  largely  because  of  the  in- 
creasing tendency  for  the  unmarried  to  maintain  separate  households.  The 
average  size  of  families  fell  from  3 '8  in  19^0  to  3-5  in  1950,  but  increased 
to  3-7  in  i960  and  I962.     The  average  size  of  households  has  generally  beeh 
declining  since  I89O. 

The  timing  of  the  family  life  cycle  has  changed  significantly  through  the 
years  (see  table  2).    Median  age  at  first  marriage  in  1959  was  22  years  for 
the  husband  and  20  for  the  wife,  a  decline  from  26  for  the  husband  and  22  for 
the  wife  in  I89O.    With  earlier  marriage  and  a  shorter  child-bearing  period, 
the  wife ' s  age  at  marriage  of  her  last  child  declined  to        in  1959  from  55  in 
1890.     On  the  other  hand,  greater  longevity  meant  that  the  marriage  was  broken 
by  death  of  one  spouse  when  the  wife  was  a.lmost  64  in  1959^  contrasted  with  53 
in  1890. 

The  married  state  was  more  common  in  I962  than  in  1950  (see  table  3)-  In 
1962,  83  percent  of  all  men  I8  years  old  and  over  and  88  percent  of  all  women 
had  married.     This  included  92  percent  of  men  and  95  percent  of  women  35-44 
years  old.     In  this  age  group,  12  percent  of  the  men  and  l4  percent  of  the 
women  had  been  married  more  than  once . 

Fertility  of  young  women  has  increased,  those  2^-29  years  old  in  I960 
having  borne  an  average  of  2.0  children  in  contrast  with  1.1  for  this  age  group 
in  1940  (see  table  4).    Women  35-39  years  old  in  I96O  had  already  borne  more 
children,  on  the  average,  than  women  45-49  at  that  time.    Fewer  young  married 
women  were  childless  and  more  had  4  or  more  children  in  I960  than  in  1940  or 
1950. 

Family  income 

Median  money  income  of  families  increased  from  about  $2,500  in  1944  to 
$6_,000  in  1962--an  increase  of  135  percent  (see  table  5)«     Due  to  the  higher 
level  of  consumer  prices,  income  in  dollars  of  constant  value  increased  more 
moderately- -by  37  percent,  l/ 

Median  money  income  of  nonfarm  families  in  I962  was  about  $6,100,  farm 
families  $3^400  (see  table  6).    Approximately  a  third  of  U.S.  families  had  in- 
comes below  $4,500,  a  third  $4,500  to  $7,499,  and  a  third  $7,500  or  over. 


1/  See  "Family  Incomes  and  Buying  Power,  1944-61, "  Family  Economics  Review, 
March  1963^  for  detailed  analysis  of  changes  in  income. 
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Median  money  incomes  of  families  were  $6,700  in  the  West,  $6,600  in  the 
Northeast,  $6,200  in  the  North  Central  region,  and  $4,600  in  the  South  (see 
table  7).    Median  income  was  highest  in  the  West  and  lowest  in  the  South  for 
"both  nonfarm  and  farm  families.    Within  each  region,  farm  families  had  a  lower 
median  income  than  nonfarm  families --ranging  from  three-fourths  as  much  in  the 
West  down  to  half  as  much  in  the  South. 

Money  income  varied  decidedly  with  family  characteristics  (see  tahle  8). 
The  median  for  families  headed  by  a  man  and  a  wife  was  $7/500  when  the  wife  was 
in  the  paid  labor  force,  and  $5,800  when  she  was  not.    For  families  headed  by 
a  woman  the  median  was  only  $3,100.     Income  increased  with  n"umber  of  earners 
from  $1,900  for  families  with  none  to  $8,800  for  those  with  3  or  more.  Non- 
white  families  had  a  considerably  lower  median  income  than  white  families,  and 
families  with  6  or  more  children  under  I8  a  lower  income  than  those  with  fewer 
children. 

Population  and  mobility 

The  Nation '  s  population  amounted  to  I89  million  in  I962  ( see  table  9 )  •* 
Since  over  nine-tenths  of  these  persons  lived  as  members  of  families,  changes 
in  the  character  of  the  population  reflect  changes  in  the  character  of  the 
family.     The  trend  from  rural  to  urban  living  for  families,  for  example,  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  70  percent  of  the  U.S.  population  was  urban  in 
i960,  compared  with  64  percent  10  years  earlier  (see  table  lO).    Farm  popu- 
lation declined  as  a  proportion  of  the  total  in  the  same  period,  while  rural 
nonfarm  population  remained  about  constant . 

The  population  data  reflect  changing  age  composition  of  families  also. 
Population  growth  has  been  strikingly  unequal  for  the  various  age  groups  ( see 
table  11).    As  a  result,  only  55  percent  of  the  population  was  in  the  working 
age  group  (18  to  6k  years)  in  I960,  in  contrast  with  63  percent  in  19^0.  Both 
young  people  and  the  elderly  were  larger  proportions  of  total  population  in 
i960  than  in  19^0.  2/ 

The  high  mobility  of  families  is  apparent  from  the  data  in  table  12,  which 
show  that  only  50  percent  of  all  persons  5  years  old  and  over  were  residing  in 
the  same  house  in  I960  as  5  years  earlier.     In  fact,  9  percent  were  living  in 
a  different  county  in  the  same  State,  and  9  percent  in  a  different  State. 
Movement  to  a  different  county  or  State  was  less  frequent  for  the  19^0  popu- 
lation. 


--Virginia  Britton 


2/    See  "Age  Groups  in  the  Population  and  Consumer  Needs, "    Family  Economics 
Review,  June  1963,  for  further  analysis  of  changing  age  composition  of  the 
population. 
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DR.  HAZEL  K.  STIEBELING  EETIKES 


Dr.  Hazel  K.  Stiebeling  retired  June  30^  19^3^  from  her  position  as  Deputy 
Administrator  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  Nutrition  and  Cons^umer- 
Use  Research.    Many  home  economists  will  remember  her  better  by  her  former 
titles — Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Human  and  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  later 
Director  of  the  Institute  of  Home  Economics. 

Dr.  Stiebeling  came  to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  in  1930  as  a  Pood 
Economist.     One  of  her  early  contributions  was  the  development  of  food  plans 
for  adequate  diets  at  different  cost  levels.     The  Cost  of  1  Week's  Food  at 
Home  for  Food  Plans  at  Three  Cost  Levels_,  published  quarterly  in  Family 
Economics  Review,  (see  page  l8)  is  an  outgrowth  of  this  work.    Her  pioneer 
studies  of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  food  American  families  eat  gave  impetus 
to  the  school  lunch,  cereal  enrichment,  and  educational  programs  for  better 
nutrition . 

Dr.  Stiebeling  has  for  many  years  been  active  in  advising  on  international 
nutrition  problems.     She  worked  with  the  League  of  Nations,  later  with  the 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  and  other  agencies  of  the  United  Nations. 

The  high  esteem  in  which  Dr.  Stiebeling 's  work  has  been  held  is  indicated 
by  the  many  honors  she  has  received.    Among  these  are  seven  honorary  degrees, 
the  Borden  Award,  USDA's  Distinguished  Service  Award,  and  the  Presidential 
Gold  Medal  Award  for  Distinguished  Federal  Civilian  Service.     She  is  an 
honorary  member  of  Omicron  Nu  and  Phi  Upsilon  Omicron. 

Dr.  Stiebeling  will  continue  to  make  her  residence  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Dr.  Ruth  Leverton  who  has  been  Assistant  Administrator  for  several  years 
has  now  assumed  chief  responsibility  for  the  divisions  of  USDA  concerned  with 
home  economics  research- -human  nutrition,  clothing  and  housing,  and  consiomer 
and  food  economics.    The  research  from  these  three  divisions  and  from  the  four 
regional  utilization  and  development  divisions  has  been  brought  together  under 
one  Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  Dr.  George  W. 
Irving,  Jr. 


CONSUMER  AND  FOOD  ECONOMICS  RESEARCH  DIVISION  MOVES 


On  August  1,  1963^  the  Consumer  and  Food  Economics  Research  Division 
moved  from  the  South  Building  of  the  USDA  in  Washington,  D.C,  to  the  new 
Federal  Center  Building,  Hyattsville,  Maryland,  2078I.    We  are  about  10 
miles  from  our  former  location  and  7  or  8  miles  from  the  Research  Center 
at  Beltsville,  Maryland,  where  the  Human  Nutrition  and  Clothing  and  Housing 
Research  Divisions  are  housed.    We  hope  you  will  come  to  see  us  in  our  new 
home  when  you  visit  Washington. 
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Cost  of  1  Week's  Food  at  Home  l/  Estimated  for  Food  Plans 
at  Three  Cost  Levels J-uly  I963--U.S.A.  Average 


Sex-age  groups 

Low- cost 

Moderate - 

Liberal 

plan 

en st  "nl  a  T) 

plan 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

FAMILIES 

T?Qmn  1  "\7"  r\-F   "hT*7r^      PO  — "^Ix    iriciQ    0  Of 

1  ji  )i  n 

pp  1  n 

"IT'q  m  "1  "1  ir    r^'f    ~rT.7f^        ^  ^  ''T LL    "\ro  q  "k*  c     O  / 

j-^i .  ou 

.J- 1  . 0  ij 

1  Q  Yn 

JJ  Cull  JL.J_         L-/_L     J_  \J  UJ.  ^     JJX  t;  0  \_iiVJ*^J_     Iw-iU.  J_U.  J-  Cil     ^/  •••• 

PH  ii-D 

^p 

"Fr^milv  of  "Pout*     sohool    phildTpn  h-/ 

24.80 

^0 

■^7  QO 

nroiviDUALs  5/ 

■3  on 

k  pn 

0  .ou 

4 .  ou 

5  •  4U 

)i  C/^ 

4  .  p(J 

5.90 

(  .  uu 

P  .  H-U 

(  .  UU 

0  .±U 

6.30 

8.50 

9.70 

o-f-,-,")^          1'^  "IfT  

6.60 

9.00 

10.30 

6.70 

8.90 

10.20 

7.20 

9.90 

11.30 

8.50 

11.50 

13-10 

5.70 

7.80 

8.80 

5.50 

7.60 

8.60 

5.10 

7.10 

8.00 

5.00 

6.60 

7.50 

7.00 

9.20 

10.20 

8.80 

11.30 

12 . 50 

7.i^o 

10.00 

11.30 

6.90 

9.30 

10.40 

6.50 

8.90 

9.90 

6.30 

8.50 

9.40 

1/    These  estimates  were  computed  from  quantities  in  food  plans  published 
in  Home  Economics  Research  Report  No.  20_,  Family  Food  Plans  and  Food  Costs,  USA. 
The  cost  of  the  food  plans  was  first  estimated  by  using  the  average  price 
per  pound  of  each  food  group  paid  by  nonfam  survey  families  at  three  selected 
income  levels  in  1955 •     These  prices  were  adjusted  to  current  levels  by  use 
of  Retail  Food  Prices  By  Cities  released  periodically  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics . 

2/    Ten  percent  added  for  family  size  adjustment.    For  derivation  of  factors 
for  adjustment,  see  HERR  No.  20,  appendix  B. 

3/    Man  and  woman  20-3^  years;  children,  1-3  and  4-6  years. 

5/    Man  and  woman  20-34  years;  children,  7-9  and  10-12  years. 

5/    The  costs  given  are  for  individuals  in  4-person  families.    For  individ- 
uals in  other  size  families,  the  following  adjustments  are  suggested: 
l-person--add  20  percent;  2-person--add  10  percent;  3-person--add  5  percent; 
5-person — subtract  5  percent;  6-or-more-person — subtract  10  percent. 
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CONSIMER  PRICES 


Table  1. — Index  of  Prices  Paid  "by  Farmers  for  Commodities  Used  in  Family  Living 

(1957-59  -  100) 


August  1962;  December  1962-August  I963 


Item 

Aug. 

1962 

Dec. 

Jan . 

1963 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

103 

103 

lOk 

10^ 

loh 

104 

10^1- 

105 

10k 

103 

10k 

106 

109 

109 

108 

Household  operation   

106 

107 

107 

Household  furnishings  .... 

97 

96 

96 

Building  materials,  house 

100 

100 

100 

Auto  and  auto  supplies  . . . 

103 

103 

102 

Source:     U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 


Table  2. --Consumer  Price  Index  for  City  Wage-Earner  and  Clerical -Worker  Families 

(1957-59  =  100) 


July  1962;  November  1962-July  I963 


Item 

July 
1962 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1963 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

-LO6 

107 

107 

10k 

10k 

io4 

105 

105 

105 

104 

104 

105 

106 

103 

10k 

io4 

103 

103 

104 

io4 

104 

104 

104 

105 

105 

105 

105 

105 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

Rent   

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

107 

107 

107 

Gas  and  electricity  .... 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

107 

108 

108 

Solid  fuels  and  fuel  oil 

100 

104 

105 

105 

105 

105 

io4 

102 

102 

102 

99 

99 

99 

98 

98 

99 

98 

98 

98 

98 

Household  operation  .... 

108 

108 

108 

109 

109 

110 

110 

110 

110 

110 

107 

108 

108 

107 

107 

107 

107 

107 

107 

108 

115 

115 

115 

116 

116 

116 

116 

116 

117 

117 

107 

107 

108 

107 

107 

107 

108 

108 

108 

108 

Reading  and  recreation  . . . 

110 

110 

110 

110 

110 

110 

111 

111 

111 

112 

Other  goods  and  services  . 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

106 

108 

108 

Source:    U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 


